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ADDENDUM 4
The situation in Kosovo1 and the role of the Council of Europe

The following text was submitted for inclusion in the official report by a member who was present in the Chamber but was prevented by lack of time from delivering it.


 All references to Kosovo, whether to the territory, institutions or population, in this text shall be understood in full compliance with United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244 and without prejudice to the status of Kosovo.


Mr GAUDI NAGY (Hungary). – To start with, it is important to refer to the fact that the report covers most of the relevant aspects related to the current situation of Kosovo, so the rapporteur did an excellent job. The report deals with many important aspects of the issues concerning the region in the field of security, stability and situation of human rights. 


I absolutely agree with the major provisions of the draft resolution. As a human rights lawyer practising in Hungary, I fully agree that, despite a significant legislative effort to reform the administration, the judiciary and other key sectors, much needs to be done to consolidate the democratic functioning of the institutions, improve political stability and ensure a level of governance that would bring Kosovo in line with Council of Europe standards. However I am convinced that Kosovo should be a member of the European Council as soon as possible so that all its standards can be applied in order to strengthen democratic values in Kosovo.


I even agree that Kosovo should be a safe place for all those who live in it and a place where standards of democracy, the rule of law and human rights of an equivalent level to that upheld by the Council of Europe are fully enforced.


However the world must respect the right of Kosovo Albanians to self-determination. They exercised this fundamental right by creating a new state that has been recognised by 69 members of the UN and two-thirds of Council of Europe member states.


The Kosovo Government – not institutions as suggested in the final resolution –must however fully co-operate with the Kosovo anti-corruption agency, reinforce its independence and the professionalism of its staff, allocate adequate resources to it and ensure that its recommendations are followed up.


I even agree the Kosovo Government should take fully into account the multi-ethnic character of Kosovo, in particular by first scrupulously implementing the legislation on the rights of minorities, decentralisation and minority languages; secondly, putting in place a balanced, impartial and pluralistic common system of teaching history; thirdly, creating the socio-economic conditions for the full integration of individuals from minority communities in society, including displaced persons and returnees; fourthly, creating the conditions for the safe return and reintegration of displaced persons wishing to return; fifthly, promoting the participation of individuals from minority communities in the political system and the public sphere; sixthly, taking resolute action against discrimination on ethnic grounds, in both the public and private sphere; and also condemning publicly inter-ethnic crimes and instructing the police to keep specific statistics on these crimes, as well as to conduct thorough investigations to ensure that authors of such crimes are charged and actually punished.


I fully support the Serb community in its aim to reach a wide range of collective rights in accordance with the international standards – perhaps even by territorial autonomy as ensured in south Tyrol for Germans living in Italy. However, Serbia must be fair in presenting its opinion on people who belong to national minorities living out of the homeland. Serbia plays a one-sided game: while struggling for the collective rights of Serbs living in Kosovo, they do not ensure the same level of rights for the Hungarian and other communities living in northern part of Serbia called Vojvodina. Over there, the abuse of the rights of Hungarians and all other minorities is an every-day practice. 


After the First World War, Serbia acquired 60 000 square metres of the Hungarian kingdom’s territory as a result of the Treaty of Trianon on 4 June 1920 , containing almost 500 000 Hungarian people. Serbia’s subsequent aim has been to integrate the region using soft and hard methods of ethnic cleansing. However, there are still 300 000 Hungarians in crowded communities in another part of Serbia, Vojvodina. After the Second World War, there was a brutal massacre of Hungarians in which almost 50 000 were killed. During the war against Croatia, when the Croatian people tried to gain freedom by getting away from the Serbs, Serbia committed many war crimes against Croatian and Hungarian people. The Hungarian people were even used as shields in the front line of the war against Croatia. Many Serbian people escaping from Bosnia and Kosovo were brought into the territory of Vojvodina to live in the middle of the Hungarian settlements thus impacting negatively on the ethnic composition if the region. Now, as an every day symptom, there are many conflicts in the settlements where the Hungarian people live. There is much aggression against them if they speak Hungarian, for example. 

The situation is unbearable. Until Serbia grants full rights of the internal self-determination – mostly territorial autonomy – to the Hungarian community, and to all other communities, it cannot be a member of the European Union. The sorts of actions and habits I have described are against international law. For example, five young Hungarians living in Vojvodina, Temerin, following an unfair trial for beating a Serbian, were sentenced to 60 years’ imprisonment. They are now suffering in unbearable circumstances and should be freed. Until these young people are freed, Hungary will stop the accession of Serbia.

The European continent has not yet become the territory of freedom, law and security, since the EU to this day has not assured the necessary conditions, the collective rights or self-determination in this respect. Today, among the peoples of historically and traditionally formed states in eastern and central Europe, only the Hungarians have had to bear an unfair and grave fate, imposed upon them at the beginning of the 20th century. The time has come to change this obviously unjust situation, since international law has made possible the self-determination of peoples. While the Estonians, Latvians, Lithuanians, Slovenians, Croatians, Bosnians, Montenegrins and Albanians in Kosovo won freedom and independence, based upon this right of self-determination, until now Hungarians have not even achieved autonomy. Three hundred thousand Hungarians are still living in Serbia, and Hungary recently adopted a new law that ensures Hungarian citizenship for them without their having to move to Hungary. The peace and security of Europe cannot be guaranteed in the long run, with the denial of the basic rights in accordance with basic and binding provisions of international law of Hungarian people living outside of Hungary because of the injustice and cruel peace dictate signed in Versailles 90 years ago – 4 June 1920, the Trianon treaty. It is necessary to restore the self-determination for Hungarians in the Carpathian basin in order to avoid conflicts such as Kosovo or other Balkan states experienced during the past two decades.
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